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About WCPFC

The Western and Central Pacific Fisheries

Commission (WCPFC) was established by the Convention for the Conservation and Management
of Highly Migratory Fish Stocks in the Western and Central Pacific Ocean (WCPF Convention)
which entered into force on 19 June 2004. The Convention was concluded after six years of
negotiation which commenced in 1994. The period between the conclusion of the Convention and
its entry into force was taken up by a series of Preparatory Conferences that laid the foundations for
the Commission to commence its work.

The WCPF Convention draws on many of the provisions of the UN Fish Stocks Agreement
[UNFSA] while, at the same time, reflecting the special political, socio-economic, geographical and
environmental characteristics of the western and central Pacific Ocean (WCPO) region. The
WCPFC Convention seeks to address problems in the management of high seas fisheries resulting
from unregulated fishing, over-capitalization, excessive fleet capacity, vessel re-flagging to escape
controls, insufficiently selective gear, unreliable databases and insufficient multilateral cooperation
in respect to conservation and management of highly migratory fish stocks. A framework for the
participation of fishing entities in the Commission which legally binds fishing entities to the
provisions of the Convention, participation by territories and possessions in the work of the
Commission, recognition of special requirements of developing States, and cooperation with other
Regional Fisheries Management Organizations (RFMO) whose respective areas of competence
overlap with the WCPFC reflect the unique geo-political environment in which the Commission
operates.

The Commission supports three subsidiary bodies; the Scientific Committee, Technical and
Compliance Committee, and the Northern Committee, that each meet once during each year. The
meetings of the subsidiary bodies are followed by a full session of the Commission. The work of
the Commission is assisted by a Finance and Administration Committee.

Members

Auwustralia, China, Canada, Cook Islands, European Union, Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji,
France, Indonesia, Japan, Kiribati, Republic of Korea, Republic of Marshall Islands, Nauru, New
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Zealaniue, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Chinese Taipei,
Tonga, Tuvalu, United States of America, Vanuatu.

Participating Territories

American Samoa, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, French Polynesia, Guam, New
Caledonia, Tokelau, Wallis and Futuna.

Cooperating Non-member(s)

Belize, Democratic Peoples Republic of Korea, Ecuador, El Salvador, Mexico, Panama, Thailand,
Vietnam.

Updated 13 Mar, 2014  Source: http://www.wcpfc.int/

Compliance with CSR requirements

Published on May 30th, 2014  Source: USCG
USCG Marine Safety Information Bulletin

USCG has issued bulletin to remind owners and operators of US flagged vessels engaged on
international voyages to comply with CSR requirements. The primary purpose of the CSR is to
provide a history of the ship which can be inspected by appropriate officials. Recently, multiple
U.S. flagged vessels have been cited by Port State Control (PSC) authorities for missing and
incomplete CSRs resulting in deficiencies and delays.

SOLAS Chapter XI-1, Regulation 5 requires all passenger ships and cargo ships of 500 gross tons
and above engaged on international voyages to have on board a CSR [33 CFR 104.297(a)]. In
accordance with IMO Resolution A.959(23), a CSR file comprises:

1. all CSR documents (Form 1) issued over the life of the ship.
2. all amendment forms (Form 2) attached to each individual CSR document.
3. all indices of amendments (Form 3) relating to each CSR document.
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Each original CSR document is to be sent to the ship and kept by the ship throughout its lifetime. It
is the responsibility of the Company to ensure that the CSR file is complete, accurate, and
maintained (as original) on board. In case of loss or damage to a ship’s CSR file, the Company
should contact, in writing, the ship’s Administration without delay, and list the papers lost or
damaged. For U.S. flagged vessels or CSRs issued by the United States, please contact the Coast
Guard’s CSR Desk located at the National Vessel Documentation Center.

The CSR Desk can provide relevant duplicates to the ship of the CSR documents and amendment
forms that it holds. Duplicates should be marked accordingly.

It is imperative that U.S. flagged vessels adhere to their statutory certificate requirements while
engaged on any voyage. Valid certificates not only assure foreign PSC authorities that the standards
pertaining to ship stability, structure, safety and security are adhered to, they also prevent undue
delays, detentions, and fines. Verifying that vessels meet applicable requirements in advance of
foreign voyages and port calls can go a long way toward facilitating PSC inspections
and improving the international standing of the U.S. Flag

Find contact information of CSR Desk by reading USCG Marine Safety Information Bulletin 007-14

PART II—CLASS NEWS

IMO issues interim guidance on the BNWAS

Published on June 23rd, 2014

Lloyd’s
Register

Lloyd’s Register has issued Statutory Alert to inform that the IMO has issued interim guidance
(contained in circular MSC.1/Circ.1474) that the automatic operational mode on bridge
navigational watch alarm systems (BNWAS), if available, should not be used.

This is an interim measure pending a revision of the performance standards for BNWAS contained
in IMO Resolution MSC.128 (75).

The guidance follows concerns raised over the use of the automatic mode at a meeting of the
IMO’s NAV Sub-Committee and the resulting conclusion that the automatic mode is not usable on
a ship compliant with the SOLAS Convention.
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Owners and operators should ensure that masters of ships fitted with a bridge navigational watch
alarm system are aware of this information.

Source: Lloyds Register

MLC, 2006 Alert

2014-06-19 ZW BIMCO

At the 103rd Annual International Labour Conference (ILC) of the International Labour
Organization (ILO) held on 13 June 2014, government, employer and worker delegates
overwhelmingly voted in favour of approving amendments to the Maritime Labour Convention,
2006 (MLC,2006) in order to better protect abandoned seafarers and provide financial security for
compensation to seafarers and their families in cases of a seafarer’s death or long-term disability.
These new regulations are aimed at improving working and living conditions for seafarers, the most
globalized of the world’s workers.

The approval of these amendments was a major step in establishing binding international law on
these issues which are very important for the shipping industry. The amendments were discussed in
detail and adopted by a close to unanimous vote (1 abstention) on 11 April 2014 by the 400
participants at the first meeting of the Special Tripartite Committee established under the MLC,
2006.

“The MLC, 2006 really is a milestone for the maritime sector, aside from the first time ever
requiring the certification of seafarers’ working and living conditions, it brought with it another
innovation - the possibility for more rapid changes to the Convention to meet the needs of the
industry. It is truly a living Convention. It is designed to grow and change and respond to the needs
of workers and employers” said ILO Director-General Guy Ryder. “This vote by the ILC to support
this approach is an inspiring example for other economic sectors. When they come into force, these
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measures will ensure the welfare of the world’s seafarers and their families if the seafarers are
abandoned or death or long-term disability occurs as the result of occupational injury, illness or
hazard. These steps will certainly help improve the working and living conditions for seafarers, the
people who are so essential to the world’s economy and movement of world trade.”

The amendments, which were developed over nearly a decade of discussion by a Joint Working
Group established by the ILO and International Maritime Organization (IMO) in 1998, will
strengthen the MLC 2006. They establish mandatory requirements that ship owners have financial
security to cover abandonment of seafarers, as well as death or long-term disability of seafarers due
to occupational injury and hazard.

As of March 2014, the ILO’s Abandonment of Seafarers Database listed 159 abandoned merchant
ships, some dating back to 2006, with abandonment cases still unresolved. Many abandoned
seafarers are working and living on board ships without pay, often for several months, and lack
food and water supplies, medical care or the means to return home.

Unless there is significant disagreement when they are circulated to governments that have ratified
the MLC 2006, these new requirements will enter into force by early 2017, by which time,
certificates or other documents will need to be carried on board ships to establish that financial
security is in place to protect the seafarers working on board the ship. Failure to provide this
protection may mean that a ship can be detained in a port.

Background note:

The ILO’s MLC 2006 came into force on 20 August 2013. To date, 61 ILO Member States,
representing more than 80% of the world’s global shipping tonnage, have ratified the Convention.

Source: ILO
Member Enquiry

Should any member have any enquiries relating to the MLC 2006, please contact marine@bimco.org, stating your
company name and its BIMCO membership registration number, so that we can respond promptly.

PART I1I—DOMESTIC NEWS
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